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The NATIONAL BOARD OF FISHERIES 
promotes fisheries conservation, an efficient fishing industry 
and a well developed recreational fishing.

The National Board of Fisheries is the central government 
authority working with fisheries conservation and fisheries in 
Sweden. The Board works for the responsible use of fish 
resources to facilitate the long-term development of sust­

ainable professional and recreational 
fishing.

The Board also aims to further 
biological diversity and abundant, 
diverse fish stocks.

Other important tasks include contri­
bute to improved opportunities for a 
viable fishing industry, increasing fis­
hing possibilities for the public and pro­
moting accessibility to high quality 
fish.

The National Board of Fisheries, which was established in 
1948, falls under the Swedish Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Fisheries and is headed by a Director General who also 
chairs the Board of Directors. The Board, with its head office 
in Göteborg, is organised in five departments:

• Department of Marine Resources
• Department of Coastal and Freshwater Resources
• Department of Markets and Structures
• Department of Fisheries Control
• Department of Administration.

In addition to these departments, there is a unit for interna­
tional consultancy activities, Swedmar (Swedish Centre for 
Coastal Development and Management of Aquatic Resources), 
and one for consumer information, Swedish Fish. The 
National Board of Fisheries employs approx. 250 people.

FISKERIVERKET
Biblioteket
Box 423
401 26 GÖTEBORG
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Department of
MARINE RESOURCES

The Department of Marine 
Resources promotes the re­
sponsible use of fish stocks 
and implements the marine 
resource policies. It is respon­
sible for regulating the

Station in Karlskrona and 
the research vessels Argos 
and Ancylus. Stock assess­
ment is used to determine 
the condition of the most 
important fish stocks in the

The Institute of Marine 
Research and the Baltic 
Sea Research Station are 
responsible for the Board’s 
marine research.

The work is largely based

and feeding habits. This 
provides the basis for 
Swedish international fishe­
ry cooperation within the 
framework of the Inter­
national Council for the

Swedish sea fishery based on international agree­
ments within the framework of i.a. the EU 
Common Fisheries Policy.

The Department participates in international 
negotiations on catch quotas and management as 
well as consultations within the framework of 
international fishery organisations and EU’s 
third country agreements.

The Department includes the Institute of 
Marine Research in Lysekil, the Baltic Sea Research 

seas surrounding Sweden.
The Department promotes biological diversity 

in the sea and the work to draw up long-term 
management plans for vulnerable species. The 
Department contributes to obtaining optimal 
catch quotas for Sweden within the framework of 
long-term and sustainable fishing and develops 
equipment and fishing methods primarily in or­
der to increase return from fishing and reduce 
by-catches of unwanted species. 

on data gathered by the research vessels Argos and 
Ancylus.

The vessels play an important role in Sweden’s 
collective marine research and fishery-related 
scientific research. The species which are most 
important in commercial terms - cod, herr­
ing and Baltic herring, sprat, Norway lobster, 
prawns and plaice - are carefully surveyed with 
regard to age composition, growth, recruitment 
and distribution as well as migration patterns 

Exploration of the Sea (ICES) and other bodies.
Research is essential in order to be able to 

combine successful stock conservation with effi­
cient fishing and the use of renewable fish res­
ources without the risk of over-fishing and stock 
depletion.

The interplay between fishing and the envi­
ronment has become increasingly important in 
recent years.



Department of Coastal 
and Freshwater Resources

The Department of Coastal 
and Freshwater Resources 
works for the responsible 
use of fish resources in coas­
tal and freshwater areas to 
achieve good quality and 
sustainable fishing while preserving biological 
diversity. It also promotes professional fishing 
and increased fishing opportunities for the pu­
blic in coastal and freshwater areas.

The Department includes the Institute of 
Freshwater Research in Drottningholm with a 
local office in Örebro, the Institute of Coastal 
Research in Öregrund with a subsidiary unit in 
Göteborg, the Fisheries Research Stations in 
Älvkarleby and Kälarne and the Fisheries 
Research offices.

The Department furthers im­
proved fish conservation by 
implementing various mea­
sures to protect endangered 
species as well as an environ­
mental monitoring program­

me for fish within the framework the Swedish 
Environmental Code.

The Department is also responsible for promo­
ting small-scale and coastal fisheries in Sweden as 
well as professional fishing in the large lakes and 
for working to increase fishing opportunities for 
the public within the framework of fisheries 
conservation in public waters, including the 
development of fishing tourism.

Various measures for fisheries conservation 
include quotas, regulations regarding equipment, 
closed seasons and minimum landing sizes.

The Institute of Freshwater Research and the 
Institute of Coastal Research are responsible for 
the research of the National Board of Fisheries in 
coastal and freshwater areas.

Stock monitoring, which is an important part of 
the Institutes’ work, is primarily aimed at coastal 
waters and large lakes and focuses on salmon and 
sea trout. The Institutes also develop methods for 
fisheries conservation, biotope conservation and 
the restoration of acidified waters as well as main­
taining fish stocks and endangered species, and 
developing equipment, e.g. to help prevent damage 
caused by seals.

The Institute of Coastal Research has developed 
methods to determine the effect of pollution, 
particularly from the forestry and nuclear power 
industries, on fish.

The Research Station at Kälarne in Jämtland con­
ducts breeding experiments on rainbow trout and 
Arctic char and carries out studies into the effects 
of breeding farmed fish. At the Research Station at 
Älvkarleby, located at the mouth of the river of 
Dalälven, compensatory breeding is performed for 
salmon and sea trout. Research on fish in stream 
waters is also carried out in a fluvarium here and 
there is also a test stream.

The Fisheries Research Offices in Härnösand, 
Luleå and Jönköping primarily performs adminis­
trative duties and investigations in cases under the 
Environmental Code. In addition, they do com­
missioned work in fishery conservation, etc.
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Department of markets and structures
The Department of Markets and Structures is responsible for econo­
mic and structural issues within the fishing industry.

Its work concerns professional fishing 
and aquaculture as well as the fish proces­
sing industry. The Department’s work 
includes implementing structural plans to 
facilitate improved competitiveness for 
the fishing industry. The Department is 
also responsible for issues concerning 
fishing fleets and the fishing profession, 
including vessel permits and professional 
fishing licences. The implementation of 
the common organisation of markets for 

fishery and aquaculture products aims to stabilise income for 
producers while offering consumers high-quality fish products at 
reasonable prices.

SWEDISH Fish
Swedish Fish works to increase the consumption of fish and shellfish 
in Sweden using information and marketing campaigns.

Swedish Fish works in a broad field of activities, using targeted 
campaigns, projects and events to provide everything from consu­
mer information with recipes and store support to 
training and information in the fishing industry.

Swedish Fish aims to double the consumption 
of fish in the next few years from one to two meals 
a week.
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Department of fisheries control
The Department is responsible for quota control and controlling 
catches and landings of fish. This work forms the basis for decisions 

to stop fishing when quotas have been ex­
hausted. It is also responsible for monito­
ring EU marketing standards in ports. In 
addition, the Department is responsible 
for the official Swedish fishery statistics. 
The statistics on which the information is 
based come from information in fishing 
log books, landing declarations, sales no­
tes, radio reports, position reports via sa­
tellite and samples taken from industrial 
landings. Fishery statistics constitute an 

important basis for estimations of the size of fish stocks.

SWEDMAR
Swedmar, the international consultancy group of the National 
Board of Fisheries, offers services aimed at fishery and 
coastal development as well as aquatic environmental conservation 
in developing countries.

The aim of its activities is to support a country’s capacity to deve­
lop its coastal regions and inland waters. The services are primarily 
used by Nordic aid organisations, the European 
Commission, United Nations bodies and the 
regional development banks.
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The Swedish fishing industry includes fishery, aquaculture and the fish pro­

cessing industries. There are approximately 3,000 professional fishermen 

who catch about 400,000 tonnes of fish and shellfish annually with a 

market value of just over SEK 1 billion.

Aquaculture produces fish, mussels and crayfish to a value of approxi­

mately SEK 140 million annually. In addition, there is a production of fish 

for restocking angling waters.

The processing industries account for a sales value of approximately SEK 

2 billion annually and employ about 1,500 people.

There is also an extensive recreational fishing: 2 million Swedes go fishing 

in their spare time according to surveys of Swedish recreational 

fishing.
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NATIONAL BOARD OF FISHERIES

Luleå

Göteborg.

Älvkarleby 
Oregrund

Karlskrona

..
Orebro

Kälarne
Härnösand

Head office
Ekelundsgatan 1

Box 423
SE-401 26 Göteborg. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)31 743 03 00
Fax: +46 (0)31 743 04 44

Swedish Fish
Address as above
Swedmar
Address as above

Institute of Marine Research
Box 4
SE-453 21 Lysekil. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)523 187 00

Baltic Sea Research Station
Utövägen 5

SE-371 37 Karlskrona. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)455 142 30

Institute of Freshwater Research
SE-178 93 Drottningholm. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)8 620 04 00

Local office:
Pappersbruksallén 22
SE-702 15 Örebro. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)19 32 35 00/10/20/50

Institute of Coastal Research
Gamla Slipvägen 19
SE-740 71 Öregrund. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)173 464 60

Local office:
Nya Varvet, Byggnad 31
SE-426 71 Västra Frölunda. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)31 69 78 20/27

r/v Argos
Box 4054
SE-426 04 Västra Frölunda. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)10 235 23 83

r/v Ancylus
Ole Mans gata 14
SE-421 67 Västra Frölunda. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)10 234 02 05

Research Station Älvkarleby
Brobacken
SE-814 94 Älvkarleby. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)26 726 70

Research Station Kälarne
Åvägen 17
SE-840 64 Kälarne. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)696 404 05

Fisheries Research Office Luleå
Skeppsbrogatan 9
SE-972 38 Luleå. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)920 23 00 30

Local office:
Stora Torget 3
SE-871 30 Härnösand. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)611 182 50

Fisheries Research Office Jönköping
Järnvägsgatan 9
SE-553 15 Jönköping. Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)36 12 75 85

www.fiskeriverket.se

verket.se
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